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   Our first luncheon of the year at the 
Elephant and Castle in Washington D.C., 
featured Tanya Spano, Chief, Regional Water 
Quality Management, Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (COG), 
Water Resources Program/Dept. of 
Environmental Programs.  Ms. Spano gave a 
presentation on planning for climate change in 
the Metropolitan Washington region. 
   Ms. Spano began by giving an overview of 
COG, which represents 24 local government 
members and water utilities.  COG’s work 
includes assessing and integrating regional 
water issues, including wastewater and 
stormwater management challenges; 
Chesapeake Bay, Potomac and local water 
quality impacts; and climate change and 
flooding impacts.  COG also provides a wide 
range of support to users of the Blue Plains 
wastewater treatment plant.  
   Ms. Spano identified the key drivers for 
COG’s climate change work including: the 
Chesapeake Bay Program; local 
environmental/flooding/water quality/permit 
needs; COG Climate Change Report (2008); 
regional greenhouse gas emission reduction 
goals; and the 2020 Climate & Energy Action 
Plan.
   She then provided the climate forecast for 
the regions and pointed to DOEE’s Climate 
Ready DC Plan, which shows that DC could 
see a doubling of 95° heat index days by the 

(Continued on Page 3)

In This Issue:

2018-19 Theme - Water Resources: Preparing for Climate Change

Spano Addresses Climate Change 
Preparation by Amanda Waters----------------------------1
President’s Corner by Janet Goodwin--------------------2
Salute to Our Presidents Compiled by K. Jack 
Kooyoomjian, Ph.D. and Mary Belefski Klein, DPA --4
Water For People News by Kiri Anderer, P.E.----------5
News Notes for Water Professionals---------------------6
Calendar of Events by Janet Goodwin-------------------7
FWQA History Contest --------------------------------------7
US EPA Office of Inspector General Releases
Biosolids Report by Patrick Dube-------------------------8
Scholarship Fund Pledge Card---------------------------10

Spano Addresses Climate 
Change Preparation
By Amanda Waters

FWQA is Celebrating Its Diamond Anniversary --
90 Years of Working With the Water Environment 
Federation (WEF) and Hundreds of Water Resource 
Professionals. 
See second in a series of highlights on Page 4

90 Years

1928

2018

http://www.fwqa-dc.org
http://www.fwqa-dc.org
http://www.nacwa.org/docs/default-source/resources---public/water-resources---preparing-for-climate-change---fwqa-presentation_cog-tspano_101118.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nacwa.org/docs/default-source/resources---public/water-resources---preparing-for-climate-change---fwqa-presentation_cog-tspano_101118.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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President’s Corner
I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday season.  

I was sorry to have to postpone our November luncheon, 
with Jon Mueller from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation as 
our speaker.  But it turned out to be a blessing since the 
weather turned out to be so bad, with slushy snow and 
sleet.   Jon has graciously agreed to work with us to 
reschedule the luncheon for early this year.  I hope you 
will be able to join us, I know that Jon will have much to 
say about the health of the Bay and its future.

I would like to spend a few words discussing our very 
dedicated board and hope it inspires you to become more 
active in our organization.  I realize most of you are very 
busy whether it be with work or family or other interests, 
but as you are a member of this organization, I hope you 
still have an interest in its mission and want to see it 
continue to thrive.

On our board we have Amanda Waters, as our 
President-Elect.  Amanda also holds the very important 
position of General Counsel for NACWA.  Amanda has 
been a board member for FWQA for two years and has 
been very active in organizing our luncheons and 
encouraging her colleagues to participate in our events.  
Our Vice President is Christian Davies-Venn.  Christian 
has been an active member of FWQA for many years and 
continues to support our events and encourage young 
professionals to participate in our organization.  Our 
Treasurer, Jim Wheeler is in so many ways the face of 
FWQA.  He is a past president (’94-’96). He is tireless in 
reaching out to organizations for sponsorship in our 
scholarship program, he has been working on arranging 
an Embassy event for some time this year.  He 
participates in scholarship judging and can be counted on 
for just about anything the organization needs done. 
And of course, he has been the Treasurer for several 
years, managing our accounts and keeping us afloat.  Our 
Secretary, Sharon Nye, is so much more than the 
organization’s secretary.  She almost single handedly has 
organized and run the scholarship program for many 
years and has been a regular judge at regional science 
fairs.  Her knowledge and competence ensure that we 
have a successful and continuing scholarship program.  
Tim Schmitt is our WEF Delegate and also a past 
president (’08-’09).  Tim has been active for many years 
and continues to provide support to the board in many 
ways including keeping us informed about the goings
(Continued on Page 3)

mailto:MaryL2002@earthlink.net
mailto:MaryL2002@earthlink.net
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 2)
on at WEF.  Greg Mallon is our past president 
(’15-’17).  Greg provided leadership through 
some difficult times in the organization and 
continues to provide his support in many ways.  
Our At-Large Board members include Mary 
Belefski Klein, who is a past president 
(’04-’06) and an active member of the board for 
many years.  Although Mary recently moved out 
of the metropolitan area, she continues to stay 
active on the board and produces our 
newsletters.
John Tucker (past president ‘97-’98) is a long-
time member of FWQA and supports the 
scholarship program and FWQA activities.  
Jack Kooyoomjian is a past president (’81-’82) 
and has been an active member of the board, 
he is also the 5S coordinator for FWQA, which 
means he is responsible for the designation of 
the 5S award (very prestigious) to members of 
FWQA who have demonstrated dedication to 
the organization.  Jack almost never misses an 
event and is tasked with summarizing our 
luncheons for the newsletter. In addition, Jack is 
a regular science fair judge and can be counted 
on to offer excellent input on upcoming 
programs and activities.  Joe Ford is another 
longtime member and supporter of FWQA.  Joe 
has been very active in supporting the science 
fair judging as well as other FWQA activities.  
And, finally Tessa Roscoe, our newest at-large 
board member.  Tessa is also the President for 
the Northern Virginia chapter of Engineers 
Without Borders.  We are excited to have Tessa 
on our board to provide a link with her other 
organization and expand our outreach.  Tessa 
was also a great help in identifying volunteers 
to judge at last year’s science fairs.

I wanted to highlight our amazing board to show 
how lucky we are to have so many dedicated 
professionals giving their time to keep FWQA 
going.  But also, to point out that our bench is 
very thin—to use a sports analogy.  If you would 
be interested in becoming more active in any of 
the areas that FWQA supports: luncheons; 
embassy events; scholarships; or science fairs, 
we would be very grateful to have your help. 
Please let us know.
Janet Goodwin janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com 

Spano on Climate Change
(Continued from Page 1)

mid-2050s. In addition, the 100-year storm is 
projected to become a 25-year storm by mid-
century and 15-year storm by the end of the 
century.
   She outlined the planning efforts underway 
for mitigation and resiliency and ended the 
presentation by identifying things that can be 
done now such as more research, 
implementing adaptive management 
approaches and ensuring regulatory flexibility 
to sustainably address the many challenges 
facing the water sector.  

Ms. Spano giving her presentation on 
planning for climate change at the 
FWQA Elephant and Castle luncheon. 

WANTED: Science Fair Judges!
Springtime is just around the corner and science 
fairs will be occurring throughout DC, Maryland, 
and Virginia. Please consider volunteering to 
judge at one or more fairs! Contact 
janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com if you are 
interested.

mailto:janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com
mailto:janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com
mailto:janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com
http://www.nacwa.org/docs/default-source/resources---public/water-resources---preparing-for-climate-change---fwqa-presentation_cog-tspano_101118.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nacwa.org/docs/default-source/resources---public/water-resources---preparing-for-climate-change---fwqa-presentation_cog-tspano_101118.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com
mailto:janetkaygoodwin@gmail.com
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Salute to Our Presidents
Compiled By K. Jack Kooyoomjian, Ph.D &
Mary Belefski Klein, DPA
Since 1928 the name of the organization has changed a 
few times, but our leaders ensure that the mission and 
goals of FWQA continue into our 90th year and beyond.
Federal Sewage Research Board
1928-1929 H. W. Streeter –Board Chairman
Federal Sewage Research Association
1929-1930  H. W. Streeter     1942-1943  M. L. Bosquet, Jr.
1930-1931  R. E. Tarbett     1943-1944  A. W. Fuchs
1931-1932  H. B. Hammond     1944-1945  F. E. DeMartini
1932-1933  W. S. Purdy     1945-1946  J. H. LeVan
1933-1934  H.R. Crohurst     1946-1947  V. MacKenzie
1934-1935  J. K. Haskins     1947-1948  Carl Schwob
1935-1936  C. T. Butterfield     1949-1951  William Cary
1936-1937  L. M. Fisher     1951-1953  L. B. Dworsky
1937-1938  H. M. Old     1953-1954  G. H. Hopkins
1938-1939  O. C. Hopkins     1954-1957  S. C. Martin    
1939-1940  L. C. Frank     1958-1960  Bernard Berger
1940-1941  C. C. Ruehhoft     1960-1961  Keith Krause
1941-1942  R. W. Kehr          
Federal Water Quality Association  
1961-1962  Ralph Holtje     1986-1987  George Schlossnagle
1962-1963  Ralph Palange     1987-1988  Carolyn Offutt 
1963-1964  L. B. Dworsky     1988-1989  Dave Luoma
1964-1966  Paul Reed     1989-1990  Walter Gilbert             
1966-1968  Ralph Holtje     1990-1991 Claire Gesalman
1968-1969  George Carley     1991-1992  Kenneth Kirk
1969-1970  Walter Belter     1992-1993  Richard Barber
1970-1971  Lloyd Gebhard     1993-1994 Charles Terrell
1971-1972  Bill Rosenkranz     1994-1996  James Wheeler
1972-1973  M. LaGraft     1996-1997  Dawn Kristof  
1973-1974  Ken MacKenthun    1997-1998  John Tucker  
1974-1975  Harold Bernard     1998-1999  Karen Waldvogel 
1975-1976  Joseph Krivak     1999-2000  Walter Brodtman
1976-1977  H. Thompson     2000-2001  Sheila Olem
1977-1978  Rod Frederick     2001-2003  Mike Sullivan
1978-1979  J.  Rademacher     2003-2004  Peter Eagen
1979-1980  J. McDermott     2004-2006 Mary Belefski
1980-1981  Ed Martin     2006-2007 Kevin DeBell
1981-1982  K. Jack Kooyoomjian    2007-2008  Jeff Burkhart
1982-1983  Walter Johnson     2008-2009  Tim Schmitt
1983-1984  Walter Derieux     2009-2012  Adam Krantz
1984-1985   E. Kazmierczak     2012-2014  Charles Glass
1985-1986  James Groff     2014-2017  Gregory Mallon
        2017-2019  Janet Goodwin

90 Years

1928

2018
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   On September 30, 2018, almost 50 people joined the DC Water For People Committee for a 
hike in the woods at Greenbelt Park to raise money for safe drinking water and adequate 
sanitation around the world. After a very rainy year, the weather cooperated and it was a 
beautiful sunny day for the hike, albeit the course was a little muddy in spots. Still, the 5 mile 
hike was probably much easier than the average walk many women have to do every single 
day to get access to clean water.
   A HUGE thank you goes to our main sponsor Arcadis!!! And to Harris Teeter for chipping in for 
supplies. The day started off with donuts and coffee, and the hike was followed by lunch. 
During the hike itself, there were trivia checkpoints for the chance to win great prizes. The 
competition gets rough for some of the prizes, like the REI Flashpack donated every year. 
Other prizes were donated by Mellow Mushroom, Avalon Theater, Kiri Anderer and Palo 
Borracho, so a big thank you to them as well! With the help of these donations and 
sponsorships, the DC Committee was able to raise about $3,500! 
   Pictured below are WFP organizers and hikers (2 and 4 legged!) at lunch, receiving prizes, 
hiking, and stopping for a group photo.
   We hope you will join us in 2019 for our annual fall hike!
 

        

    

DC Water For People Hike, by Kiri Anderer, PE
Water For People News
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News Notes for Water Professionals:

“Future City” Judges and Volunteers Needed: The Future City Competition annually 
poses a question to students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade on sustainable urban planning. 
The 2018-2019 theme is “Powering Our Future!,” and teams are currently designing 
resilient power grids for their future cities that can withstand and quickly recover from 
the impacts of a natural disaster. Teams complete five deliverables: a virtual city design 
(using SimCity software); a 1,500-word essay; a scale model built from recycled 
materials; a project plan, and a live presentation at Regional Competitions. Essay and 
virtual models will be judged in advance of the competition date, all other deliverables 
will be judged live at the competition. 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter hosted its Regional Competition on January 19th, 2019 at The 
Baltimore Museum of Industry, 1415 Key Hwy, Baltimore, MD 21230. These Regional 
winners will compete at the Finals in Washington, DC on February 19th, 2019, and 
judges will be needed for the same deliverables.

Judges for each of the Team deliverables, as well as general volunteers for the 
competition events, are needed. Please see futurecity.org for more information and 
contact Tessa Roscoe (Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com; 412.320.6023) to volunteer.

 Irrigation Professional Volunteers Needed: Engineers Without Borders-Northern 
Virginia Professional Chapter (EWB-NOVA) is supporting Hollin Meadows 
Elementary School in Alexandria, VA with their educational garden. They are looking to 
install a 3,400 gallon rainwater catchment irrigation system before the end of the spring 
2019 semester. The first site visit was scheduled for the week of 1/14. Others will be 
scheduled and volunteers with irrigation/landscaping/production gardening experience 
are welcome to join. Please contact Tessa Roscoe (Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com; 
412.320.6023) to volunteer.

Certified PEs Needed: EWB-NOVA is seeking a certified Professional Engineer (PE) to 
serve as Resident Engineer In Charge (REIC) for a new international project for their 
chapter. Any PE that volunteers for REIC may select the project and engineering field of 
their expertise, and all travel expenses are covered by the chapter. Please contact 
Tessa Roscoe (Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com; 412.320.6023) if you would like more 
information."

February 15 Joint Student Career Fair: The Chesapeake Water Works Association 
and the Chesapeake Water Environment Association will be sponsoring a student 
career fair at the Kimpton Hotel Monaco (2 N Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21201) 
from 8:00 am until 6:00 pm. Register at https://chesapeakeawwa.regfox.com/student-
career-fair-2019 . For information and questions, contact Rachel Ellis at 
info@csawwa.org .

WATERJAM Coming: The Virginia American Water Works Association (VAAWWA), in 
conjunction with the Virginia Water Environment Association (VWEA), is hosting 
WATERJAM 2019 on September 9-12, 2019 in Virginia Beach, VA. More information 
can be found at www.WaterJam2019.  If you have questions, please contact 
admin@vaawwa.org or call Geneva Hudgins at tel. 434-386-3190 or email at 
geneva.hudgins@vaawwa.org.

http://futurecity.org/
http://futurecity.org/
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
mailto:Tessa.Roscoe@erg.com
https://chesapeakeawwa.regfox.com/student-career-fair-2019
https://chesapeakeawwa.regfox.com/student-career-fair-2019
https://chesapeakeawwa.regfox.com/student-career-fair-2019
https://chesapeakeawwa.regfox.com/student-career-fair-2019
mailto:info@csawwa.org
mailto:info@csawwa.org
http://www.WaterJan2019
http://www.WaterJan2019
mailto:admin@vaawwa.org
mailto:admin@vaawwa.org
mailto:geneva.hudgins@vaawwa.org
mailto:geneva.hudgins@vaawwa.org
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Calendar of FWQA Events for 2019
Theme:  Water Resources:  Preparing for Climate Change
March TBD:  Jon Mueller from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation
March TBD: Young Professional Event in Coordination with WEF

April TBD : DC Department of Energy & Environment on Stream Restoration

May 16:  Scholarship and Science Fair Awards Luncheon, Adam Krantz, 
Chief Executive Officer, National Association of Clean Water Agencies

FWQA History Contest -- 
Since there were no winners from the last newsletter, the 
prize doubles. Identify the well known FWQA members 
and luncheon speakers pictured above and left. The first 
correct response emailed to the newsletter editor wins a 
FREE lunch (one per correct answer; one person can 
win 2 free lunches!) at one of our Speaker Series 
luncheons for 2018-2019! (FWQA Board Members NOT 
eligible)

I worked at the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Office of 
Water for many years, in addition 
to other water resource protection 
positions, including one in France.

Not only can I drive a golf cart at 
FWQA scholarship golf 
tournaments, and speak at 
luncheons, I also served as one of 
the few 3-term FWQA Presidents.

Be a Winner!
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U.S. EPA Office of Inspector General releases biosolids report 
By Patrick Dube

!                              

A routine investigation by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
has concluded that EPA’s controls over the land application of biosolids were incomplete or had weaknesses 
and may not fully protect human health and the environment. However, the EPA Office of Water, which 
operates the biosolids program, disagrees with the findings and states that presence of pollutants does not 
automatically pose a risk to public health and the environment.

Throughout 2017 and 2018, OIG investigated whether EPA “has and implements controls over the land 
application of sewage sludge that are protective of human health and the environment.” On Nov. 15, 2018, 
OIG released a report based on its investigation titled, EPA Unable to Assess the Impact of Hundreds of 
Unregulated Pollutants in Land-Applied Biosolids on Human Health and the Environment. 

OIG process and findings

OIG is an independent office that helps the agency protect the environment in a more efficient and cost-
effective manner. OIG’s main activities include performing audits and investigations of EPA to prevent and 
detect fraud, waste, and abuse. Following an audit or investigation, OIG typically releases a report of findings. 

In the report on the biosolids investigation, OIG found 352 unregulated pollutants in biosolids and stated that 
EPA lacked the data or risk assessment tools to decide safety. These 352 pollutants are in addition to the 
nine regulated pollutants that EPA consistently monitors.

The report pointed to a steady reduction in staff and resources in the EPA biosolids program as a cause of 
many of these weaknesses. The OIG recommended that the EPA Office of Water “address control 
weaknesses in biosolids research, information sharing with the public, pathogen control and training” and 
implement corrective actions with milestones to fix these issues.

The report and related materials can be viewed on OIG’s website at http://bit.ly/EPA-OIG-biosolids2018.

(Continued on Page 10)

Patrick Dube is a technical program manager 
in the Water Science & Engineering Center at 
the Water Environment Federation 
(Alexandria, Va.). He manages the Residuals 
and Biosolids Committee and the Air Quality 
& Odor Control Committee. He can be 
contacted at PDube@wef.org.

http://bit.ly/EPA-OIG-biosolids2018
http://bit.ly/EPA-OIG-biosolids2018
mailto:PDube@wef.org
mailto:PDube@wef.org
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Biosolids Report (Contd. from Page 4)

Office of Water response

OIG provided the Office of Water the chance to comment on the report; this response is 
included in Appendix D of the report. The Office of Water took issue with how the science 
was presented in the report and stated that “there is no attempt to make it clear to the 
reader that the occurrence of pollutants in biosolids does not necessarily mean that those 
pollutants pose a risk to public health and the environment.”
The response also states that a top priority for the biosolids program will be to address the 
uncertainty of potential risk posed by pollutants found in biosolids but uncertainties in 
science does not mean that they are threats to human health and the environment.
The OIG report resulted in 13 recommendations for the Office of Water to consider. The 
Office of Water response provides corrective actions and milestone dates for eight of them 
with resolution efforts underway for the remaining five.

The Office of Water conducts biennial reviews of biosolids that include a full literature 
review of potential toxic pollutants and determines if the pollutants detected pose “potential 
risk to human health or the environment.” The 2015 report analyzed peer-reviewed journal 
articles from January 2013 through December 2014 to determine the articles’ relevance to 
biosolids and potential pollutants. Overall, 46 articles met the eligibility criteria. Once 
analyzed, the biosolids program identified 29 new chemical pollutants. Following a risk 
assessment of these new chemicals, the Office of Water determined that no additional 
pollutants needed to be regulated. A 2017 report following the same intensive analysis is 
expected to be released in the coming months.

WEF actions
During the OIG investigation, WEF staff members were interviewed and have since been 
tracking the report and working with other biosolids partners to coordinate responses after 
the release. It is WEF’s position that decades of science have shown that biosolids are a 
safe, renewable resource that improves our environment, lowers costs to consumers, and 
strengthens our farming communities.
Biosolids undergo a rigorous set of treatment processes that include physical, chemical, 
and biological processes to aid pathogen reduction. Utilities across the country have been 
safely recycling biosolids for decades while delivering innovative solutions that lead to 
stronger, more sustainable, and resilient communities. 
WEF supports continued research on biosolids to ensure regulatory requirements continue 
to be based on the latest science. The WEF Residuals and Biosolids Committee (RBC) is 
committed to developing and promoting cost-effective practices and policies in biosolids 
and energy technologies associated with municipal, agricultural, and industrial wastewater 
residuals for the protection of the environment. Through education of WEF members, the 
public, and policymakers, RBC aims to serve the public interest regarding scientifically 
sound residuals and biosolids environmental practices and regulation. To learn more, visit 
the RBC page — www.wef.org/biosolids — to download fact sheets, white papers, and 
technical reports.

http://www.wef.org/biosolids
http://www.wef.org/biosolids
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National Capital Environmental Scholarship Fund Pledge Card
The Federal Water Quality Association (FWQA) is a member association of the Water 
Environment Federation (WEF).  WEF is a world leader in water quality and environmental 
stewardship. 

The WEF established the National Capital Environmental Scholarship Fund in 1991. The 
scholarship fund provides funding to local graduating high school seniors in the Washington, DC 
metropolitan area that will be attending colleges or universities with an environmental, water 
resources, or other related curriculum.  Since the inception of the scholarship program, the fund 
has awarded over 80 scholarships, totaling more than $100,000.  

The merit scholarships are awarded based on the applicant’s academic achievements and essay 
demonstration, the applicant’s commitment to environmental stewardship at school, at home, and 
in the community.  

The goal of the scholarship program is to support and encourage students to pursue careers in 
the water industry, and to become young professionals with the knowledge to tackle the future 
global challenges of protecting public health and the environment.  

We need your help to make this happen.  The scholarship fund runs solely on donations from 
corporations, members, and individuals. You can make a pledge by filling out the information on 
the following page and mailing it the FWQA.  

The FWQA is a technical/educational professional organization and is designated by the IRS as a 
501 (c)(3) charitable organization.  All donations are tax deductible and you will receive an 
invoice and an IRS W9 form for your records.  

If you need more information about the FWQA scholarship fund: please contact Jim Wheeler, 
FWQA Treasurer, at fwqaboard@gmail.com. 

To make your pledge to the National Capital Environmental Scholarship Fund - Please 
provide the following information and mail a check to FWQA Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 
14303, Washington, DC 20044

Name:    
Address:  
Phone:
Email: 
Pledge level (check appropriate box):

□ Sponsor - $2,000*    □ Platinum Level - $1,500 

□ Gold level - $1,000   □ Silver Level -$500

□ Bronze Level - $100   □ Other(please specify)____________

You can mail your check made out to the FWQA Scholarship Fund to P.O. Box 14303, Washington, DC 20044 or send 
the pledge form and we will send you an invoice.

All donors will be listed on the FWQA web site, included in all FWQA newsletters, and recognized at the scholarship 
awards luncheon. *Sponsors will also be invited to participate in the scholarship selection process and will be invited 
to attend the scholarship awards luncheon to present the scholarship to the selected recipient.

mailto:fwqaboard@gmail.com
mailto:fwqaboard@gmail.com

