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PRESIDENT'S CORNER............ by Tim Schmitt

Spring is just around the corner and it’s time to start thinking about how we are going to spend the upcoming year.
One thing 1'd like everyone to consider is how to play a greater role in FWQA. It might be a little too late for New
Year’s resolutions, but it’s never too late to become an active participant in a great organization. One opportunity
worth mentioning is the opening for a newsletter editor, We always knew we were fortunate to have 2 great volunteers
from Tetra Tech to act as our volunteer editor in the past several years, Melissa DeSantis and Helen Siverling. But we
never knew how fortunate until they were unable to continue. Our heartfelt thanks to both of them who served us so
well through the years. Presently, our secretary, Sharon Nye, has helped out temporarily with that extra duty. 1f you
have the skill, creativity, and interest to work on our newsletter and put your own ‘personal’ touch on it, please let me
know if you would be interested. We do rely on our volunteers, and would like to mention the assistance of Karen
Cunningham of Weston Solutions, who is helping us on the technical implementation of a new website. She has only
just begun and there are always transition issues to contend with, so bear with us and we’ll keep you posted on any
major changes. If anyone out there is interested in generating the content that Karen implements, please let me know.
I believe the two items above fall neatly within this year’s theme of “Evolving Perspectives on Water Resources
Management.” As Paul Freedman, our February luncheon speaker and President-elect of WEF, pointed out in his talk,
“it 1s crucial for our profession to “get the word out” about what we do and about the importance of clean water and
water infrastructure. For a long time, our profession felt that our work spoke for itself,” Paul added, “It’s time that our
perspective evolves to realize that we must speak out for water.” 1 believe the stimulus package coming through
Congress highlights this fact as well. We will hear more regarding this package at our upcoming March 26" luncheon
(see above). We are excited about our April speaker also — Jeff Corbin, the Virginia Assistant Secretary for Natural
Resources, will be giving us insight into what’s going on affecting Virginia waters (rescheduled from January). Some
of FWQA'’s primary activities, including judging science fairs are going on now, and we are all looking forward to a
renewed focus on water,

LOCAL AREA SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED............. by Jan Goodwin

Every year FWQA participates in area science fairs sending volunteers to Judge science projects of middle and high
school students in Washington, D.C., and Maryland and Virginia counties. Being a judge is a great opportunity to
encourage budding environmental scientists and engineers, Several FWQA members, myself included, have judged
for many years. We can attest to the lift that it gives us to interact with these eager students and see firsthand, the
creativity and interest they bring to science. FWQA awards science fair winners with 1% Place through Honorable
Mention awards — you may have met some of our winners at the annual FWQA Scholarship Luncheon held in the
spring in their honor along with local scholarship winners. Upcoming science fair dates are as follows: Washington,
D.C (March 14), Montgomery County, MD (March 21), Prince George’s County, MD (March 28), Fairfax County,
VA (March 28). Please contact me if you are interested in being a judge. — Jan Goodwin, EPA (202)566-1060.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — MARCH 26" LUNCHEON

Impacts of the Infrastructure Stimulus Package on Local Utilities
Make your reservation now — space is limited — call Jim Wheeler (202) 564-0662
$25 reserved, $30 walk-in, Channel Inn — 650 Water Street, SW, Washington, D.C.
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